


MINI BULLETIN – 06 September 2023

Theresa Villiers Conservative, Chipping Barnet
To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what proportion of GP appointments were carried out face-to-face in 2023
1.  
Theresa Villiers Conservative, Chipping Barnet
To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether the number of face-to-face GP has returned to pre-covid-19 levels.
1.  
Neil O'Brien The Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Health and Social Care
From January to July 2023 69.5% of general practice appointments were face-to-face. For the same period in 2019, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 79.3% of general practice appointments were face-to-face. The proportion of face-to-face appointments was lowest in April 2020, at 46.7%.
· 
Matt Vickers Conservative, Stockton South
To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is doing to tackle shortages of GPs.
· 
Neil O'Brien The Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Health and Social Care
We remain committed to growing the General Practitioner (GP) workforce and number of Doctors in General Practice, and the Government is determined to deliver this as soon as possible. There were over 2,000 more full time equivalent Doctors working in General Practice in June 2023, compared to June 2019.
We are working with NHS England to increase the GP workforce in England. This includes measures to boost recruitment, address the reasons why doctors leave the profession, and encourage them to return to Practice.
NHS England has made retention schemes available to boost the GP workforce. To boost recruitment, we have increased the number of GP training places. Last year, we saw the highest ever number of Doctors accepting a place on GP training - 4,032 trainees in 2022, compared to 2,671 in 2014.


The following people are eligible for an Autumn Covid booster:
1. Residents in Care Homes for older adults.
1. All adults aged 65 years and over.
1. People aged 6 months to 64 years in a clinical risk group, as defined in tables 3 and 4 of the Covid-19 chapter of the UKHSA Green Book on Immunisation
1. Frontline health and social care workers.
1. People aged 12 to 64 years who are household contacts of people with immunosuppression, as defined in the UKHSA Green Book.
1. People aged 16 to 64 years who are carers, as defined in the UKHSA Green Book, and staff working in care homes for older adults.
This is because the risk of severe Covid continues to be strongly associated with increasing age and underlying health conditions.

When is the booster available and how do I book an appointment?
1. Vaccinations will begin on 11 September for those most at risk, including adult Care Home residents and people who are immunosuppressed.
1. From 18 September, the NHS will start to invite people in priority order of risk and those eligible will be able to book an appointment on the National Booking Service.
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